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the three steeds of desperation. — Rhuvon Bevr was likewise of 
the same period. In another Triad* he is called Rhuawn Bevr, the 
*on of Dorarth Wledig. He fell in battle, and his body is said 
to have been purchased by its weight in gold, for which reason 
he is also recorded a* one of the three golden corpses. Hywel, 
son of Owain Gwynedd, has the following lines on this Prince : — 

Ton wen orewyn a orwlych bedd ; 

Gwyddva Rhuvon Bevr, ben teyrnedd f.] 
xxx. The three Plebeian Princes of the Isle of Britain : 
Gwriad, the son of Gwrien, in the North ; Cadavael, the son of 
Cynvedw, in Gwynedd; and Hyvaidd Hir, the son of Saint 
Bleiddan, in M organ wg. That is, sovereignty was given them 
for their renowned exploits and virtuous qualities. 

[These three Princes lived also during the sixth century, a 
period which appears to have been pregnant with men of renown, 
whether as Princes or Poets. Gwriad bore a part in the famous 
battle of Cattraeth, which forms the subject of the Gododin. — 
Cadavael, who had the surname of Wyllt or Wild, is consigned 
to disgrace by another Triad, as having, inflicted one of the 
" three heinous hatchet blows," whereby he caused the death 
of Iago ab Beli, Sovereign of Gwynedd. In other copies of 
this triad Gwriad and Hyvaidd are described somewhat dif- 
ferently %. Bpt this is a circumstance in no way affecting the 
genera) authenticity of these ancient documents. On the 
contrary, the trivial variations, which they occasionally ex- 
hibit, remove all suspicion as to any forgery ojr contrivance in 
their compilation. There are three copies of the Historical Triads 
preserved in the Archaiology.] 
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APHORISMS§ r 

Nothing is godliness, but compassion towards all life and being 
Nothing is wisdom, but a refraining from worldliness : 
Nothing is a blessing, but reason and health : 
Nothing is love, but equity : 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. ii. p. 6. 

•f " A white wave, mantled with foam, sprays OTer a grave, 
The tomb of Rhuvon the Fair, chief of prince?.'.' 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. ii. p. 17 and 2'2. 
$ M. vol. iii. p. IT. 
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Nothing is equity, but what may be willed to be had by 
another : 

Nothing is a truth, but what is known without hearing it from 
another :• 

Nothing is a falsehood, but what one's setf knows it cannot be 
true: 

Nothing is a folly, but the believing and disbelieving implicitly 
of what another may say : 

Nothing is a delight, but a conscience void of guilt: 

No one is prudent, but he who knows how to support himself 
from himself: 

Nothing is generosity, but the enduring of every hardship for 
the good of another .; 

Nothing is happiness, but rationality : 

Nothing is rationality, but godliness : 

Nothing is godliness, but compassion towards all life and being. 

INTERDICTIONS f. 

Seek not Heaven through thy perjury. 

Seek nothing where thou oughtest not. 

Sleek not confidence from pride. 

Seek not to become highly exalted lest thou come lower. 

Seek not to attain above self-attainment. 

Seek not to repeat a request to the obdurate. 

Seek no secresy about what many know. 

Seek no benefit from vain boasting. 

Seek not to throw credit on thy falsehood. 

Seek not warmth under ice. 

Seek not to contravene thy equal. 

Seek not to contend with thy better. 

Seek not to confide in him, that shall threaten thee. 

Seek not welcome under a frown. 

Seek not gladness without a smile. 

Seek not to play with the infirm and old. 

Seek no benefit from idleness. 

Seek not wealth from inattention. 

Seek not to jest with thy foe. 

Abuse no one, of whom thou art in fear. 

Cast blame on no one for the fault, that may belong to thyself. 

Fight not with the silly. 

Spend not the penny until thou gettest it. 

+ Arch, of Wales, voJ. iii. p. 33. 
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Sell not heaven for earth. 

Stand not on cruelty. 

Seek not to consult but with the vrise. 

Sojourn but with the fortunate. 

METAPHYSICS*. 
In every person there is a soul : 
In every soul there is intelligence : 
In every intelligence there is thought : 
In every thenght there is either good or evil : 
In every evil there is death : 
In every good there is life : 
In every life there is God. 



WELSH PROVERBS. 



Plant gtcirtahedd yn> hen iiareKon. — Diakei. 

To pawn a piece of flesh with acat. 
To be silent is to- confess. 
Death is the ripeness of age. 
The propensity of the stag is towards the water. 
The outlaw's wish is along night. 
Let him, that bears the bag, support himself out of it. 
That man marches boldly to battle, who has God for his pro- 
tector. 

He, that goes to the games, should leave his skin at home. 

A hearth will invite. 

Polluted are the lips of the perjured. 

He, that has bread in abundance, will go merrily to beg milk. 

What is pleasing to God is certain. 

He that is the head, let him become the bridge f. 

* Arch, of Wales, -vol. iii. p. 48. 

t This proverb must appear obscure without some explanation. It oires 
its birth to the following event, related in the Mabinogion. Bran, a cele- 
brated chief of the Britons, commanding an army of his countrymen in 
Ireland, arrived upon one occasion at a river, which they were unable to ford. 
And, as they had no means at hand of forming a bridge, the generous leader 
threw himself across the stream, thus enabling his army to mate a biiilgeof 
his body. 



